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. KI N G c O U NTY ’ 1200 King County Courthouse

516 Third Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104

Signature Report

June 15, 2004

Ordinance 14942

Proposed No. 2004-0199.3 Sponsors Gossett

AN ORDINANCE determining the monetary requirements

for the disposal of sewage for the fiscal year beginning
January 1, 2005, and ending December 31, 2005, setting the
séwer rate for the fiscal yeaf beginnin_ g Janyary 1, 2005, and
ending December 31, 2005, and approving the amount of the
sewage treatment capacity charge for 2005, 2006 and 2007,
in accordance Witil Chapter 35.58.570; and amending

Ordinance 12353, Section 2, as aménded, and K.C.C.

4.90.010, Ordinance 11398, Section 1, as amended, and

K.C.C. 28.84.055 and Ordinance 11034, Section 5, as |

amended, and K.C.C. 28.84.050.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:
SECTION 1. F ihd'ings. The metropolitan King County council makes the

following findings:
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A. King County, as successor to the Municipality of Metropolitan Séattle, owns
and operates a metropolitan sewage sysfem. In accordance with long term agreements for
sewage disposal, King County provides wastewater treatment and disposal service to
cities and special utility distn'.cts.

B. Pursuant to the terms of said agreements fo_r sewage disposal and state law,
King County must adopt a monthly sewer rate before.J uly 1, 2004 that will be effective
January 1, 2005. |

C. In accordance with K.C.C. 28.84.050 and 28.86.160, King County imposes a

sewage treatment capacity charge on new connections to sewers that are served by

‘metropolitan sewage facilities. : <

D. K.C.C.728.86. 160 prescribes the methodqlogy for dét'ermining the sewage
treatment capacity charge and states that the charge shall be based upon the costs,
customer growth, and related financial assumptions used for the Regional Wastewater.
Services Plan adopted by Ordinan(;e 13680, as} such assumptions may be updated.

E. The first update to the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) was
transmitted by the executive tb the council in April 2004. This ‘plan .update includes
projected costs for implementing the RWSP that are greater than those shown in the plan
as adopted by Ordinance 13680. |

F. The wastewater treatment division in the department of natural resources and ‘
parks is currently engaged in ;:ost containment efforts, including an extensive value
engineériné effort, that may lower the costs represeﬁted in the plan update. In addition,
the division is developing project phasing and financial strategies that may impact

required capacity charge levels in the long term.
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VG. To ensure that the éapacity charge level meets the growth pays for growfh |
policy, the council is obliged to consider the costs of new .capacity at this point in time
including the possible impacts of the cost containment efforts described in subsection F.
of this section.

H. The council further acknowledges that it is unlikely that all of the cost
containment effoﬁs assumed by the executive in recommending a capacity charge for
2005 will be successful, and that the conformance to the requirement of KCC 28.86.160
wi]i require a higher capacity charge. In e'stablishing a higher capacity charge for 2005,
the council has assumed the charge will remain at this level until the next RWSP ﬁpdate
which will include the next review of the capacity charge. ,

I. Establishing a three-year capacity charge provides stability, predictability, and
certainty for the rate payer while maintaining the growth pays for growth policy and
achieving a fiscally responsible debt coverage ratio.

SECTION 2. Ordjnénce 12353, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 4.90.010 are
each hereby amended to read as follows:

Sewer rate.

A. Having determined the monetary requirements for the disposal of sewage, the

council hereby adopts a ((2004)) 2005 sewer rate of ((Hveﬂt-y—thfee-dellafs;mad-fe&y

eents)) twenty-five dollars and sixty cents per residential customer equivalent per month.
Once a sewer rate ordinance becomes effective, the clerk of the council is directed to
deliver a copy of the ordinance to each agency having an agreement for sewage disposal

with King Couhty.
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B. The King County council approves the application of Statement of Financial

Accounting Standards No. 71 (FAS 71) to establish a rate stabilization reserve for the

purpose of leveling rates between vears.

C._As required for FAS 71 application amounts are to be placed in the rate

stabilization reserve from 2005 operating revenues and removed from the calculation of

debt service coverage for 2005. The reserve balance shall be an amount at least sufficient

to maintain a level sewer rate between 2_005 and 2006, and shall be used solely for the

purposes of: maintaining the level sewer rate in 2006; and if additional reserve balance is

available, moderating future rate increases beyond the 2005-2006 period. If the estimated

amount of the reserve, as shown in the' financial forecast, Aftachment A to this ordinance,

needs to be adjusted to meet debt s_ervice coverage requirements for 2005, the county

executive shall notify the council of the change by providing an updated financial

forecast.

D. Beginning August 23, 2004 and at the end of every calendar quarter thereafter,

the executive shall provide a report to the council on the latest cost information on the

- Brightwater project, including an analysis of the potential impacts on the sewer rate

and/or the capacity charge or both.

E. The executive shall file a repdrt with the clerk of the council by August 23,

2004, for distribution to the coimcil, including members of the budget and fiscal

management committee and regional water quality committee, detailing the Value

engineering analysis for the Bri ;ihtwater project (including treatment, convevance and

outfall fécilities) and the associated potential cost savings. In addition the report will
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discuss the phasing options for components of the Brighwater project that may provide

savings and lessen impacts to the sewer rate and capacity charge.

F. The executive shall file a report with the clerk 6f the council to coincide with

his transmittal of the proposed 2005 King County budget in October 2004 for distribution

to the counéil, including members of the budset and fiscal management committee and

regional water quality committee, detailing options for phasing or deferring non-

Brightwater conveyance facilities currently anticipated in the 2006-2011 six-year capital

improvement program or in the thirty-year Regional Water Services Plan capital plan.

The report shall include the findings and recommendations of the metropolitan water

pollution abatement advisory committee available at the time regarding phasing strategies

or any changes in design standards.

SECTION 3, Monetary req'uiremehts for thé disposal of sewage for the fiscal
year beginning January 1, 2005, and ending December 31, 2005. The council hereby
determines the monetary requirements for thé disposal of sewage as follows:
Administratilon, 6perating, maintenance repair and replace (net of other income):
$60,732,941.

Establishment and maintenance of necessary working capital reserves: $7,903,388.

Requirements of revenue bond resolutions (not included in above items and net of

- interest income): $141,259,914.

TOTAL: $209,896,243.
SECTION 4. Ordinance 11398, Section 1, as ame'nded,_rand K.C.C. 28.84.055 are
each hereby amended as follows:

Metropolitan sewerage facility charge.
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107 A. The amount of the 1994 metropolitan sewage facility capacity charge adopted

108 by K.C.C. 28.84.050.0. shall be seven dollars per month per residential customer or

109 residential customer equivalent for fifteen years.

110 B. The amount of the 1995 metropolitan sewage facility capacity charge adopted
111 by K.C.C. 28.84.050.0, shall be seven dollars per month per residential customer or

112 residential customer equivalent for fifteen years.

113 "C. The sewage treatment capacity chairge shall be seven dollars per month per
114 . residential customer or equivalent for fifteen years for sewer connections .occurrin'g

115 between and including January 1, 1996, and December 31, 1996.

116 - D. The amount of the sewage treatment capacity eharge adopted by K.C.C.

117 28.84.050.0. shall be seilen doilars per month per _residentiél customer or equivalent for
118 . fifteen years for sewer connections occurring between and including January 1, 1997, and
119 December 31, 1997.-

120 E. The amount of the sewage treatment capacity charge iadopted by K.C.C.

121 28.84.050.0. shall be ten dollars fifty cents per month per resi’deniial cnstonier or

122 equivalent for fifteen years for sewer connections occun‘ing between and including

123 - January 1, 1998, and December 31, 1998;

124 | . F. The amount of the sewage treatment capacity charge adopted by

125 K.C.C.28.84.05\0.0;‘sha11 be ten dollars fifty cents per month per residential customer or
126 equivalent for fifteen years foi sewer connections occurring between and including |

127 J anilary 1, 1999, and December 31, 1999.

128 _ G. The amount of the sewage treatment capacity charge adopted by

129 K.C.C.28.84.050.0. shall be ten dollars fifty cents per month ner residential customer or
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Ordinance 14942 .

equivalent for fifteen years for sewer connections occurring between and including-
January 1, 2000, and December 31, 2000. |

H. The amount of the sewage treatment capacity charge adopted By
K.C.C.28.84.050.0. shall be ten dollars:fifty cents per month per residential customer or
equivalent for fifteen years for sewer connections occurring between and including
January 1, 2001, and December 31, 2001.

| L. The amount of the sewage treatment capacity charge adopted by
K.C.C.28.84.050.0. shall be seventeen dollars and twenty cents per month per residential
customer or equivalenf for fifteen years for sewer connections occurﬁn g between and
including January 1, 2002, and December 31, 2002. < '

J. The amount of the sewage treatment capacity charge adopted by
K.C.C.28.84.050.0. shall- be s’e?enteen dollars and sixty cents per month per residential
customer or equivalent for fifteen years for sewer connections occurring between and
including January 1, 2003, énd December 31, 2003.

K. The amount of the sewége treatment capacity charge adopted by
K.C.C.28.84.050.0., shall be eighteen dollars per month per residential customer or
equivalent for fifteen years for sewer connecﬁons occumng between and including
January 1, 2004, and December 31, 2004.

L. The amount of the sewége treatment capacity charge adopted by

K.C.C.28.84.050.0. shall be tﬁirtv—four dollars and five cents per monfh per residential

customer or equivalent for fifteen vears for sewer connections occurring between and

including January 1, 2005, and December 31,2005. For connections occurrin o between

and including January 1, 2006, and December 31, 2006, said amoimt shall be thirty four
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dollars and five cents per month per residential customer or equivalent for fifteen vears,

to be reviewed, approved or changed during 2005. For connections occurring between

January 1, 2007, and December 31, 2007, said amount shall be thirty four dollars and five

cents per month per residential customer or equivalent for fifteen years, to be reviewed ,

approved or changed during 2006.

In accordance with adopted policv FP-12.3.d. in the Regional Waétewater

Services Plan, K.C.C. 28.86.160C., it is the council’s intent to base the capacity charge

upon the costs, customer growth and related financial assumptions used the Regional

Wastewater Services Plan as updated through every three-year review of the Regional

Wastewater Services Plan in accordance with adopted Regional Wastewater Sérvices

Plan policy WWPP-5.

In acéordance with adopted p(_)licv FP-12.3.c., King County shall pursue changes

in state legislation to enable the county to require payment of the capacity charge in a -

sin‘gle payment, while preserving the option for new ratepayers to finance the capacity

charge.

If the state legislature grants King County the ability to require an upfront

capacity charge in 2005, the executive shall within thirty days transmit an ordinance to

the council that reduces the capacity charge assessed to sewer connections, occurring on

and after January 1, 2005, and shall refund the difference between the new amount and

the amount that has already been paid.

SECTION 5. Ordinance 11034, Section 5, as amended, and K.C.C. 28.84.050 are
each hereby amended to read as follows:

Sewage disposal rules and regulatiohs.
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A. The director shall administer and implement the following rules and -
regulations for the disposal of sewage into the métropolitan sewerage system. The rules.
and regulations in this section shall be applicable to water pollution abatement activities,
including the disposal of sewage into the metropolitan sewer system, whether delivered
from within or from Withdut the county.

B. The director 18 hereby authorized to develop and impvlement such procedures.
and to take any other actions as may be necessafy to insure that local public sewers and
private sewers discharging or proposing to discharge into the metropolitan sewer systefn
are constructed and developed in accordance with applicable laws, regulations and plans
and with the provisions of federal grant agreements that may be applicable thereto.

C. The procedures for certification for extensions and connections shall be as
follows:

1. A request by a local public agency, person or state or federal agency for an
extension to an existing department inferceptor or trunk shall not be considered by the
department for funding of planning', design or'construction, and agreements therefor shall
not be considered for approval by the council unless the director has received wnttén
certlflcatlon from the leglslatwe bodies. of all cities and counties that.have zoning
Jurisdiction over any portion of the area proposed by the requesting party to be served, or
determined by the director as being capable of being served by such extensién; and any
other area in or through‘ which the facility is proposed to be constructed. The certification
shall state that suéh service and construction are consistent with the adopted land u$e '
plans and policigs of such local governments. If a city or county cannot so certify, it shall

issue a written statement to the director that the service or construction is not consistent
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with its adopted plans and policies, or that action on the application for certificatioﬁ must
be deferred pending receipt by.the city or county of such additional, specified information
and data as may be reasonably required for the consideration of the application;

2. Requests by a local public agency, person or state or federal agency for
approval of a local public sewer facility connection to an existing interceptor br trunk
shall be considered by the department only if the director has received a written
certification as described in this section, but a connection involving service by a local
public sewer facility that is located wholly within the boundaries of a city and has a
potential service area contained wholly within those boundaries shall require only the
written certification of that city; : <

3. The certification may be made by either the legislative body of the city or
county or by such department or division thereof as the legislative body may designate.
The issuance of the certification may be preceded by a reasonable analysis and
consideration, by a city or county having zoning authority, of alternatives to the proposed
connection or extension. |

a. If the director has not received a _c.ertiﬁcation or other statement from a city
or county as described herein within ninety days of receipt by» a city or county of a’
written application for certification, the city or county shall be dc_:empd, for purposes of
this section 0n1y, to have certified the propdsal as consistent with édopted.land use plans‘

and policies; provided, that if the certification has not been received by the director

- within sixty days of receipt by a city or county of a written application for certification,

the director shall notify the chief executive and chair of the legislative body of the éity or

county of the certification deadline.

10



222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229

230

231

232

233

234

235

236

237

238

239

240

241

242

243

244

Ordinance 14942

b. The director is authorized to develop such additional rules, procedufes and
forms as may be required to implement thié section, to notify local public agencies, cities, |
counties and interested persons of the certification process and to assist thé local public
agencies, cifies, coﬁnties and persons in compliance with this section.

c. Any questilons concerning the applicability or scope of certification
requirements shall be referred to the director for final resolution. Nothing contained in
K.C.C. 28.84.050.C precludes the department from providing sfaff assistance to a locél
public agency, city, county or state or federal agency concerning waterborne pollutant
removal, water qﬁality improvcments or sewage disposal alternatives; and

4. The certification provisions of this section shall not apply.where an extension
of or connection to an interceptor or trunk is required by formal order or directive of a
state or federal agency with regulatory powers over the extension, connection or the
metropolitan sewer system, or to the following interceptor extensions: that poﬂioﬁ of the
Phase 1 May Creek Interceptor System, as defined in the Environmental Protection |
Agency Project No. C-530749 Negative Declaration dated November 29, 1977, which
includes the Honeydew Interceptor and a section of the May Creek Interceptor between
existing Metro Manhole B and the confluence of May and Honey ((G))greeks; SLW 14 in
the Coniprehensive Plan, also known as the Madsen Creek Trunk; and GR 25 and GR 26
of the Comprehenéive Plan, extending from 11th Avenue in Algona to Main Street in the -

city of Auburn. Copies of any formal orders or directives as referred to in this subsection

C.4. shall be immediately forwarded to every city, county and other local public agencies

within the county.

D. The fo]lowing local public agency regulations and standards shall apply:

11
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1. Local public agency design and construction standards and standard
specifications and local public agency ordinances and resolutions directly relating to the
planning or construction of local public sewers or regulating the use of local public
sewers or side sewers shall'be consistent with this section; |

2. Two copies of any such documents that are in effect on the date of adoption
of this section and that have not previously been submitted to the department shall be
submitted to the director within six months following such date. Two copies of any of
such documents adopted or placed in use after the date of this section, including any
changes- in or amendments of documents previously in effect, shall be submitted to the
director within sixty days of their adoption; and . <

3. The following provisions shall apply to review and approval of such
submittal documents:

a. The director shall review design and construction standards and standard
specifications sﬁbnljtted by a local public agency and, within thirty days following
receipt thereof, shall either épprové them in writing or return one set of each djsépproved
document with written reasons for disapproval,

b. The director shall review ordinances and resolutions submitted by a local
public agency and, within thirty days following receipt thereof, shall notify the local
public agency in writing of any incorisistencies_lwith the department’s rules and
regulations; and |

c. Within sixty days following receipt from.the director of a disapproval or a

statement of inconsistencies with the department’s rules and regulations, the local public -

12
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agency shall take the action as may be necessary to correct such inconsistencies and shall
reéubrrﬂt the corrected or amended documents as provided for their original submittal.

E. Local system plans shall be prepared and approved subject to the requiremente
defined in K.C.C. chapter 13.24 and the departmental policies and procedures that
implement the code. |

F. Detailed construction plans and specifications for proposed local public sewers
shall be subject to review and approval by the director only when the director deems sech
review to be necessary. Each local public agency shall notify the director in writing of its
intention to prepare the construction plans and specifications delineating the boundaries
of the areas to be sewered by map or sketch, and the estimated date for bid advertisement.
Within ten days following receipt of the notice, if determined necessary, the director shall
make written request for the submission of construction plans and specifications. If
required to do so, the local public agency shall submit two sets of plans and specifications
and shall obtain approval of the plans and specifications before advertising for bids.
Within fifteen days following receipt of such plans and specifications, the director shall
review the plans and specifications and return one set thereof to the local i)ublic agency

with approval, or with required changes indicated. If the plans and specifications are

disapproved, the required changes shall be made by the local public agency, and all

required revisions of plans and specifications resubmitted in the same manner as provided
for the initial submittal. If no lcommunication 1S received from the director by the local
public agency within fifteen days of the date of receipt by the director of the plans and
specifications, it shall be deemed that the director has approved the plans and

specifications.

13
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G. The following provisions shall govern sewerage standards:
1. New local publié sewers or private sewers and extensions of existing sewers
shall be desi gned as separate‘ sewers and storm drains, except where the local public
agency can demonstrate the necessity for a combined sewer extension; and
2. The design of sewers by local agencies and persons and the method of
constructiqn and materials used and the operation and maintenance of sewers and side
sewers owned by local public agenciés and persons shall be such that flow other than
séwage and iﬁdustrial waste (wastewater) will not exceed three and si); one-hundredths
cubic feet per acre in any thirty-minute period. P;low volumes of other than wastewater
for any thirty minute period that exceeds this amount wilkbe called excess flow.
H. The following provisions shall apply regarding inspection of new
construction:

1. Local public agencies shall be responsible for inspection of construction of

local public sewers as required to insure compliance with this se_ctioh and with local

standards. The director, however, shall have the right to spot inspect local public sewer

and side sewer construction and to notify the local public agencies when, in the opinion
of the director, the construction work does not cbmp]y with this section. Each local
public agen-c.y shall notify the director by letter or send a copy of the "Contractor’s Notice
to Proceed" letter to the director in advance of the start of any public sewer construction.
a.- The letter shall i‘nclude the name of .the organization responsible for contract
administration and the name of the individual the director should contact during

construction. .

14
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b. Upon receipt of notification from the director that any local public sewer

construction work is not being performed in compliance with the plans and specifications

- therefor, the local public agency shall immediately take such action as may be necessary

to insure compliance.
| c. The construction of private sewers shall be subject to inspection by the
director;

2. A leakage test shall be made of every section of local public sewer after
completion of backfill by an internal hydrostatic pressure or air test method; provided,
that if tﬁe ground water table is so high as to preclude a proper exfiltration test, an
infiltration test may Be used. Other methods of testing must be specifically authorized by
the director.

a. Allowable exfiltration leakage shall be no greater than five-ténths gallon per
hour per inch of diameter per one hundred feet of sewer pipe with a minimum test
pressure of six feet of water column above the crown at the upper end of the pipe. For
each increasé in pressure of two feet above a basic six feet of water column measured
above the crown at _the lower end of the test section, the aIIowable leakage shall be

increased ten percent. Allowable infiltration leakage shall be no greater than four-tenths

gallon per hour per inch of diameter per one hundred feet of sewer pipe, with no

allowance for external hydrostatic head.
b. Air testing shall l;e in conformance with the late.st edition of "Standard
Specifications for Municipal Public Works Construction” prepared by-the Washington

State Chapter, American Public Works Association.

15
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c. Arecord of leakage tests containing the location of the local public sewer
tested, the date of test and the results thereof shall be submitted to the director p'riorr to
acceptance of each contracf by the local public agency.

d. Side sewers shall also be tested for their entire length from the public sewer
in the street to the connection with the building plumbing. The method of testing side
sewers shall be determined by the local public agency, but in no case shall it be less
thorough than filling the pipe with water before backfill and visually inspecting the
exterior for leakage; and

3. Grqund water or other water related to local public agency sewer
construction, other than water used for leakage test; shall not be admitted into a public
sewer without the written permissibn of the director.

I. The following pro?isions shall govern connections to the metropolitan sewer
system:

1. No connection shall be made to the metropolitan sewer system without the
prior approval of the director; |

2. Local public sewers shall be planned so as to require the minimum practical
number of points of connection to the metropolitan sewerage system. At each point of
connection to the metropolitan seWerage system, the departmént shall timely construct, at '
its expense,l such special manholes or chambers as are required, including the intervening
connection from the manhole. or chamber to the department trunk.

With the written approvél of the director, the spéc.i al manhole or chamber and
intervening connection from the manhole or chamber to the department trunk rhay be

designed and constructed by the local public agency at the expense of the department but

16
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357 subject to inspection and approval by the director. It shall be the responsibility of the

358 local public agency to connect local public sewers to the manhole or chamber at its

359 expense and in a manner approved by the director;

360 3. Each local public sewer connection to a department special manhole or

361 chamber shall be hydraulically designed so as not to interfere with the measuring and
362 sampling of flow;

363 Upon its completion, each such a structure and connection sha]i be owned,

364 operated and maintained by the department, provided that the local public agency may

365 use the chamber for measuring and sampling flows at reasonable tiﬁes with the

366_ concurrence of the director; and _ | ¢

367 4. The director may require av metering manhole or chamber on extensions

368 constructed after J anuaryhl, 1961, to local public sewers in existence on that date. The

369 manhole or chamber shall be located on the extension near its connection with the local.

370 public sewer. The department shall construct and pay for any manhole or chamber

371 | required for extensions consﬁuctedprior to April 17, 1969. The local public agency shall

372 construct any required manhole or chamber for any local public sewer extension

373 constructed after the adoption of thié section. The construction shall be performed in

374 accordance with plans and specifications prepared or approved by the director and the

375 department shall pay the additional cost of the manhole or chamber as follows:

376 | | . a. For pipe sizes eig}lt inéhés in diameter through twenty-one inches in

377 diameter, and with the méasurin g dgvice placed in a department _sténdard, four-foot

378 diameter, manhole, the department shall pay one hundfed fifty dollars per each such

379 measuring manhole.

17
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b. For speéial chambers aﬁd pipé sizes larger than twenty-one inches in ~
diaméter, the department shall pay as per agreement for each specific case. Upon its
completion, each such manhole or chamber shall b¢ owned, operated and maintained by
the local public agency, provided that the department may use the chamber for mcasﬁring
and sampling flows at reasonable times with the concurrence of the local public agency.

J. The following provisiéns shall govern relating to private sewers:

1. The department shall not directly a‘ccept wastewater from the facilities of any
person that afe located within the boundaries of, or discharge wastewater into the local
sewerage facilities of, any local public agency without the prior written consent of the
local public agency; : ¢

2. Connection of private sewers may be made at the discretion of the director,
either by the director or by others subject to inspection and approval by the director.
Whenever a local public sewer bécomes available, the private sewer shall be
disconnected from the metropolitan sewerage system under the inspection of andina
manner approved by the director, ;:m;i shall be connected to the available local public

sewer in accordance with the requirements.of the local public agency. All work of

. making connections, disconnections and reconnections of private sewers to the

metropolitan sewerage system shall be at the expense of the owner or developer of the

private seweré;
3. Two sets of plans and specifications for proposed private sewers shall be
submitted to the department for review and approval. Written approval must be obtained

prior to advertising for bids or proceeding with the work if bids are not called; and

18
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4. The provisions of this section applying to local public sewers of local public
agencies shall also apply to private sewers and to owners of private sewers.

K. The following regulations shall apply to the use of local public se;wers:

1. The discharge into any sewer by direct or indirect means of any of the
following is hereby prohibited: subsoil foundation, footing, window-well, yard or
unroofed Basement floor drains; overflows from clean Water storage facilities; clear water
from refrigeration, reverse-cycle heat pumps and cooling or air-conditioning equipment

installed hereafter, except for the periodic draining and cleaning of the systems; roof

drains or downspouts from areas exposed to rainfall or other precipitation; and surface or

underground waters from any source; _ <

‘2. Where manholes in sewers have open, perforated or gratin g covers resulting
in surface waters entering the manhole, the director may require the local public agency
to adjust or modify the/ manholes, at the expense of the local public agency so that the
entry of surface water is reduced to a mini’mum. Opening'é in manholes for new
construction shall be limited to nOt-more than three one-inch diameter holes; and

3. An additional charge will be made for quantities of water ofher than sewage

and industrial waste hereafter entering those sewérs constructed after January 1, 1961, in |
excéss of the volume established for deéign purposes in this section; Any charge made in
addition to the regular chﬁrge shall be based on metered records of flow taken and
compiled by the department. ff the _directbr, elects to meter and record flow from such
sewers, the local public agency will be given at least five days notice in advance of such’

metering. Metering periods shall continue until excessive flow conditions are corrected.
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424 a. The allowable volume of flow for any thirty-minute period shall be

425 determined by taking the sum of the following items, subsection K.3.a. (1) to (3) of this

426 | séction, inclusive: |

427 (1) maximum dry-weather wastewater flow as measured.in the preceding

428 August—September period. The flow shall be determined as follows:

429 ' (a) meter and record all flow for the period;

430 (b) discard all flow records for each day containing measurable

431 rainfall and discard the flow records of the succeeding days;

432 (c) determine the maximum flow volume occurring in a thirty minute period

43.3 for each day’s metering; and : <

434 | | (d) average all of the maximum flow volumes to arrive at a maximum dry-

435 weather wastewater flow;

436 (2) additional dry-weather flow resulting from new customers or equivalents

437 ‘adt.ied after the measured August-September period. The flow shall be determined as

438 follows: | |

439 (a) determine the number of added residential customers and equivalents;

440 (b) multiply each such customer and equivalént by the departmental |
441 allowance.of seVén hundred fifty cubic feet per month; and |

442 (c) reduce (b) from a monthly to .a. thirty-minute allowance by the formula:

443 cubic feet per month divided by [30 days x 24 hrs. x 2] = addjtionél dry weather flow;

444 and' | | |
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(3) flow allowance for ground water infiltration and sform water inflow on
which the met;opolitan sewerage system was designed. The ﬂoW’ shall be determined as
follows:

(a) determine the sewered area being metered in acres; and
(b) flow allowance = 3.06 cubic feet per acre x sewered area in acres.

b. Flow volumes for any thirty-minute period that exceed the alloWable
volume of flow, as determined in subsection K.3.a of this section, will be considered to
be excess flow.

c. Since excess flow is based upon a thirty-minute period, the volume so
measured will be small. In order that the surcharge for exgess ﬂow» will more nearly
approach the éost of providing'additional capacity in the metropolitan sewerage system,
excess flow will be adjusted as though it were occurring for a twenty-four hour period.
The flow will be called adjtisted excess flow. Adjusted excess flow = Excess flow x 24 x
2.

d. Daily surcharges for édjusted excess flow will be the department current rate
fqr each seven hundred fifty cubic; feet of the adjustéd excess flow. The daily surcharges
shall remain in effect for ten days. If excess flow occurs again durin g the ten day period,
and the new excess flow éxceeds the former, the more recent excess flow will be used in
lieu of the former and continue fbr'ten days from date of its measurement.

e. If the new excess] flow does not exceed the former excess ﬂon, the fon_ner
will be used for ten days from time of its measurement, at which time the new excess
flow will be used for as mahy days as will complete ten days from the time of

measurement of the new excess flow.
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f. Amounts due the department as monthly surcharges for excess flows shall be
shown as a separate item on the department’s normal monthly billing to the local public
agency, accompanied by appropriate records and calculations, and shall include only the -
surcharges for the previous month.

g. The surcharges for exéess flows shall be paid to the department by local
public agencies in the same manner and at the same times as regular sewer sérvice
charges; proVided that a local public agency may offset against the surcharges amounts
actually expeﬁded on local sewerage facility improvements or modifications that have
been constructed by the local public agency for the purpose of reducing the excess flows
and the plans for which shall have been approved by the director. If the local public |
agency elects to construct &1e improvements, it shall so signify in writing to the directpr .
within thirty days of receipt of the department’s first billing of each speciﬁc excess flow
surcharge. Upon receipt of the notice, the department will alloW the local. public agency
one year to prepare approved plans and specifications and let a contract for the corrective
work. Failure to meet the one—yeaf deadline shall result in_ the original surcharge, as well.
as any intervening surcharges, becoming immediately due and payable.

h. Metering and metefed records méy be checke_d at reasonable time intervals
by local public agency éersonne] accompanied by departmenf personnel upon at least one
day’s notice to the department.

1. In the _eVent of e);cessive infiltration/inflow under applicable regulations of
the Environmental Protection Agency, such that the departmeht will be denied federal
grants in the absence of correction, the director may elect to do the corrective work

utilizing therefor solely surcharges collected from the local public agency.
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L. The following provisions shall apply to disposé] of materials from septic tanks
and chemicé_l toilets: |
1. The discharge of materials from cesspools, septic tanks and privies into local
sewer systems is prohibited;
2. Chemical tbilet waste may be discharged into the local public sewer or
private sewer system through a side sewer connection at the .place of business.

a. The means of disposal shall be approved by the directlor, the local public
agency and the Seattle-King County health department.

b. If the conditions in subsection L.2.a of this section cannot be met, chemical
toilet wastes may be discharged directly into the metropolitan sewer éysfem in
accordance with the provisions of this section;

‘3. No person engaged in the éollection and disposal of materials from cesspools,
septic tanks, chemical toilets, portable toilets and privies, as a business or commercial
enterprise, niay discharge int(_) the metropolitan sewer system any of the materials so
collected without having first obtained from the director a written permit to do so. This
permit shall »be in addition to éll other permits and licenses required by law and shall be
issued only to the holder of a proper registration and inspe_ction certificate issued by the
Seattle-King County health department to carry on or engage in the business of cleaning
septic tanks and cesspools;

4. Any person requiréd to obtain such a permit shall submit to the director an .
ap_p]icatibn for the permit on forms approved by the director.

- a. A separate permit shall be obtained for each vehicle so used, which permit

shall thereafter be carried in the vehicle at all times. N 0 permit may be transferred from
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one vehicle to another except in the event of loss, destrliction or replacement of the
original vehicle, and then only with the approval of the director.

b. The name of the person and the permit number shall be prominently
displayed in numbers and letters at least three inches high, in contrasting color on both
sides of the vehicle;

5. The annual .fee fora pérmjt to discharge materials from cesspools, septic
tanks, chemical toilets and privies into the metropolitan sewerage system, unless
exempted in this section, is hereby fixed and determined to be the sum of two hundred
dollars for each vehicle employed or used by the permit holder for the hauling and
discharge of such materials. At the time of issuance of eath discharge permit, there will
also be issued an entrance control identification card for each truck under permit. No
person may discharge into the metropolitan sewer system any materials collected from
cesspools, septic tanks, chemical toilets and privies without first paying the penhit fee,
and registering with the proper entrance control identification card at the point of
discharge into the metropolitan se‘\-Jver system for each load dumped.

Annual fees shall be payable in advance and permit holders shall renew their
permits on or bgfore the annual expiration date of the permits. Fees for pefnﬁts issued for
less than a full year shall be prorated to the nearest full month. No refund of any permit
fee shall be granted for cessation of operations prior to the expiration of the permit; |

6. In addition to the éermit fee, each pehnit holder shall pay to the depaitment a
gallonage fee. The gallonage fee shall be determined by the director and shall be
adjusted at such times as the director may deem to be in the best interest of the

department.
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a. The director may waive the gallonage fee to permit holders dumping 'septic
tank sludge from residences and businesses paying the department sewerage charges to
local agencies. Claims for exemption of gallonage fees shall be made on forms provided
by the depﬁrtment and shall be accomplished in the manner described thereon. The
depﬁment shall bill each permit holdér for the accumulated gallonage fee monthly. This
billing shall provide for the subtraction of all volumes declared on valid gallonage fee
exemptibn claims. Payment of gallonage fees shall be made within thirty days from the
date of invoice by the department.

b. A late charge of twelve percent per year shall be assessed upon and added to
any charge or portion thereof that remains unpaid after thixty days from the date of
mvoice. Failure to bay all charges due within sixty days from the date of invoice shall be
considered a breach of the terms of the permit and shall _result in revocatioﬁ of the permit;

7. Wastes discharged into the metropolitan sewer system in accordance with this
section shall be dischargéd only at such points as are designated by the director and in a
clean, inoffensive manner satisfacfory to the director. Equipment and methods used by
the permittee to discharge shall be subject to inspection by and apprqval of the director as
a condition of granting thé permit;

8. 'fhe discharge of industrial waste, or any waste other than domestic septage
and chemical toilet waste, into a designated septage disposal site is prohibited unless
specifically approved by the d]irector;

9. A pérmittee hereunder shall be liable for th¢ costs of any damages to property
or persoﬁal injury caused by reason of his operations. In addition, failure to pay the costs

upon demand shall be cause for revocation of the permit;
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560 10. A permit may be revoked or _suspended by thé department for failure fo

561 discharge at designated points, for any discharge that is in violation of the provisions of
562 this section, or for the reasons set forth in this section;

563 : - 11. Each permittee shall be required to obtain liability insurance in such amount
564 and in such form as shall be determined by the direcfor. The insurance shall afford

565 bodily injury limits of liability of five hundred thousand dollars for each person and one
566 million dollars for each occurrence. Evidence of the insurance coverage shall be

567 provided to the director. Nothing in this subsection L.11. shall in any manner preclude
568 any applicant from obtaining such additionél insurance coverage as the applicant may
569 deem necessary for his or her own protecﬁon; and - ¢

570 12. The director is hereby authorized to designate the pojnts of disposal of
571 materials collected by the permittees, the places where permits may be obtained and the
572 persons authorized to sign the permits on behalf of the department.

573 The director is further authorized to revoke or suspend permits for failure to

574 comply with the provisions of thié chapter, subject to the right of persons affected to

.575 appeal from the revocation or suspension as provided in this chapter.

576 | M. T he following.practices shall be prohibited:

577 ' 1. No person shall discharge, directly or indirectly, into a sewer any material or
578 sﬁbstance that is prohibited by any county ordinance, rule established by the director;
579 local agency rule or regulation or other applicable requirement.

580 ‘ 2. No unauthorized person shall enter any department sewer, manhole, pumping
581 station, tre‘atment plant or appurtenant facility. No person shall maliciously, willfully or
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negligently break, damage, destroy, deface or tainper with any structﬁre, appurtenance or
equipment that is part of the metropolitan sewerage system. |
3. No person, other than an authorized employee or agent of the department,
shall operate or change the operation of any department sewer, pumping station,
treatment plant, outfall structure or appuxténant facility. |
N. The following provisions shall apply to user charges:
1. Asrequired by federal regulations, each local public-agency shall adopt and

maintain a system of user charges to assure that each recipient of waste treatment services

- within the department’s service area will pay its proportionate share of the costs of

operation and maintenance, including replacement, of all Waste treatment provided by the
department. |

Notwithstanding the obligation of the local public agency to collect the charges,
the director shall have authority directly to'assess, when in the opinion of the director it is
necessary in order to comply with federal regulations, a user surcharge directly against |
industrial users within a local public agency in an amount determined by the director to
be necessary to assﬁre that the industrial users pay their p;oportionate share of the costs
of operation and maintenance, includiﬁ g replaéemént, of waste treatment provided by the
department. Any such surcharge is distinct from and in addition to sums to be paid by
industries as industrial cost recovery, pursuant to provisions contained in this section or
ﬁnder such provisions as may Be addpted by the-council, regarding the control and
disposal of industrial waste into the metropolitan sewage system;

2. Each local public agency shall charge each recipient of waste treatment

services within its jurisdiction, in addition to any surcharge to be assessed by the local
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public agency against an industrial user in an amount to be determined by the director to
be necessary under federal regulations and separate from and in addition to any sums paid
by industry pursuant to this section, a sum to be paid to the department for its waste
treatment services to be determined as follows: '

a. The local public agency shall detérmine, on a quarterly basis: the number
of residential customers billed by the loqal public agency for local sewage charges; the
total number of all customers so billed; and the total water consumption billed other than
residential customers. The quarterly water consumption report shall be taken from water
meter records'and may be adjusted to exclude water not entering the sanitary facilities of
a customer. : : <

(1) Where actual sewage flow from an individual customer is metered,
metered sewagé flows shall be reported in lieu Qf adjusted water consumption. Totalv‘
quarteﬂy water consumption in cubic feet shal} be divided by two thousand two hundred
fjfty to determjné the numbef of residential customer equivalents for which each
nonresidential customer shall be billed.

(2) The director shall develop such additional instructions and rules for
preparation of tﬁe quarterly water consumption rebort as may be necessary to implement
the requiréments of this sectién; and

b. The director will establish a mohthly user charge for each component
agency based upon a rate for (laach residential customer or residential customer equivalent |
that the local public agency shall collect from its residential customers and equivalents;

3. Each local public agency shall charge each industrial recipient of waste

treatment services within its jurisdiction as required by the department, in addition to the-
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628 user charge, a surcharge in an amount to be determined by the difector based on the

629 average annual strength and volume of discharge by the iﬁdustry. For the purpoée of
630 ' computing average annua‘l strength, all wastes shall be assumed to have a minimum

631 strength equivalent to that of domestic sewage.

632 Each locai public agency shall provide the director each quarter with a listing of
‘633 the water consumption of eéch surcharged industry; and

634 ' 4. Each local public égency shall maintain such records as are necessary to

635 document compliance with the user charge system established under this subsection N.
636 : O. The following provisions shall apply regarding capacity charges:

637 1. All customers of a public or private sewage facility who connect, reconnect

- 638 | or establish a new service that uses metropolitan sewage facilities after February 1, 1990

639 shall pay a capacity chafge in an amount established annually by the council in

640 accordance with state law. Users of metropolitan sewage facilities shall be subject to the
641 capacity charge upon connection or reconnection to public or private sewage facilities
642 and/or establishment of a new sewer service.

643 a. "Reconnection,” for purposes of this subsection, shall mean reconnection of
644 - anexisting structure following phyéical disconnection and abandomﬁc_ant of prior sewer
645 service.

646 b. "Establishment of a new service" shall mean change of property use from
_ 647 single family residential to otﬁer than single family residential, or reuse of an existing
648 sewer connection by a new structure following demolition of an existing structure and -
649 ‘abandonment Qf sewer service;
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- 2. The capacity charge shall be a fixed rate per residential customer or
residential customer equivalent determined annually by the council. The number of
residential customer equivalents (RCEs) for multifamily customers shall be determined

using the following scale:

two to four units ” 0.8 RCE:s per unit
five or more units 0.64 RCE:s per unit
Senior citizen, low income and _ 0.32 RCEs per unit

special purpose housing
Mobile home space 1.0 RCE per space
a. Senior citizen housing shall be multifamily structures of two or more
dwelling units wifhin which each dwelling unit shall consist of a room or a suite of two or
more rooms,‘ of which not more than one is a bedroom, for which occupancy has been
limited to two persons, at least one of whom is age ﬁfty—five or older. For privateiy

owned senior citizen multifamily housing, the requirements shall be contained in a

'permit, covenant or deed restriction in which the county or a local government is granted

enforcement authority.
'b. Low income housing shall be multifamily structures of two or more

dwelling units within which each dwelling unit shall consist of one room and a bathroom,

totaling not more than three hundred sixty square feet, for which occupancy has been

restricted, in at least fifty-one percent of the units, to persons with incomes not more than
eighty percent of the median income of the county within which the housing is

constructed, and for which rent is restricted.
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c. Special purpose housing éhall consist of dwelling units, that may be part of a
larger care facility, consisting of a room or a suite of rooms, of which not more than one
is a bedroom for which occupancy is limited to one person who is physically or mentally
disabled.

(1) In the case of privately owned senior citizen, low income or special
purpose multi-family housing, the requirements shall be contained in a permit,
agreement, covenant or deed restﬁction in which the county, a local government, an
agency of state government or the Uﬁited States government is granted enforcement
authority.

(2) In the case of such senior citizen, low income and special purpose housing
owned by a government or nonprofit corporation, the requirements shall be integral to the
establishment of the corporation as a legal entity or a legally enfqrceable condition of -
construction and operation of the housing.

(3) Ifuseofa multifamily-structure that initially qualifies as senior citizen,
low income or special purpoSe hou.sing'changes so that it no longer meets fhe criteria in
subsection O.2.a., b. and c. (1) and (2) of this section, residential customer equivalents
shall then be calculated in the same manner as multi-family customers and the
department will collect the incremental difference then due. |

d. The number of residential customer equivalents for customers other thah
residential customers shall be brojected using estimated hydraulic capacities or loading
values of plumbing fixtures and/or estimates of wéstewater flow accept‘able to the

department from other than plumbing fixtures. An appropriate schedule of hydraulic
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capacity or loading values equating to residential customers shall be determined by'thej
director;

3. The capacity charge shall be collected By the department directly from the
customer. The charge may be established as a monthly charge for fifteen years. The total
amount of the cﬁarge shall be due and payable at the time of the initial billing. The
customer may, however, elect to pay the charge over the fifteen-year period.

Each customer subject to the charge shall be billed by the department semi-
annually or at such frequency as may be determined by the director. Thé total amount of
the charge, hereinafter the "total amouﬁt due”, may be paid at any time. The total amount
due shall be .the' sum of all remaining payments discounted at the rate of ((eight)) five and
one-half percent annually;

4. The following shall apply to capacity (_:harge billing:

a. The executive shall file a report with the clerk of the council on or before

October 1, 2004 for distribution to the council, including members of regional water

quality committee, regarding options to reduce or eliminate administrative barriers to

notifying new ratepavers regarding their option to made a single payment of the capacity

charge:

(1) at the time of connection or before purchase and closing on a home or

business; and

(2)_at the time of connection or before purchase and closing on a home or

business on those occasions when the developer of the real estate has a]r_eadv paid an

initial capacity charge within six months of the connection, but the remainder of the

charge is still due and payable to King County; '
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b. ‘Capacity charge billing to a custémer shall commence as soon as possible
and practical after the effective date of the sewer service provided by a local public
agency served by the department in accordance with the billing frequency determined by
the director; and

((&)) ¢. Late notice to the department of commencement of sewer service to a
customer or failure of a customer to receive a capacity charge bill does not relieve a
property owner of the responsibility for payment of charges and interest;

5. Delinquent cépacity charge-accounts. -

a. Ifa ;:ustomer elects to pay over time and fails to make a ﬁﬁyment when due,
all remaining payments shall become due and owing. An interest charge computed at an
annual rate of twelve percent of the delinduent amount and a one-time penalty not more
than ten percent of the remainder due shall be added to the account balance; and |

b. Whenever the capacity charge for an account plus interest charges are
delinquent for more théln thirty days, the department shall send a notice of intention to file
lien to the property owner, or représentative and the mortgagee, directing the property
owner or representative to pay the total amount due, as described in this section, no iatér
than fifteen days from the date of the letter or to make suitable arrangements to bring the
accbunt current. If the payment is not made within fifteen days or suitable arrangements
have not been made, the total amount due will be certified as delinquent and a lien will be

filed against the property with the treasurer of the county. A lien charge to cover the cost

of preparing and filing the lien in the amount of one hundred fifty dollars will be added to

the delinquent amount on the date of certification of the lien to the treasurer of the
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county. Action may be taken by the departmént to enforce collection of the delinquent
amount at any time after the charges have been delinquent for a period of sixty days.

The department is authorized to request the prosecuting attorney to bring suit for
foreclosure by civil action jn the superior court of the county in which the real property is
located and to request payment of its costs and disbursements as provided by statute, as
well as reasonable attorneys’ fees. Each account that has been submitted to the
prosecuting attorney for foreclosure shall be charged for legal fees incurred in c;)nnection
with the foreclosure, even when court proceedings are unnecessary;

6. Local public agencies shall, at the director’s request, provide such information
regarding new residential custbmers and residential customer equivalents as may be
reasonable an:i appropriate for purposes of implementing the éapécity charge; and

7. The director 18 authon'zed to develop and implement such additional policies
and requirements and to take such actions as may be necessary and -appropn'ate for
collection of the capaéity charge and administration of the capacity charge program as
described in this section. |

P. No person may connect a local public or private sewer to the metropolitan

- sewerage system unless the local public agency or person shall then be in compliance

i with this section.

1. If any local public agency or person shall construct a local public sewer,
private sewer or side seWér in‘ violation of this section, the department may issue ah order
to the local public agency or person to stop work in 'progfess that is nof then in
complianpe with this section or the department may issue an order to correct work that

has been perfofmed. The local public agency or person shall immédiately take the action
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as may be necéssary to comply with the order and with this section, all at the expense of
the local public agency or person.
2. Other penalties.

a. Any person failing to comply With or violating this section or rules and
regulations developed by the director ﬁnder this section shall, for eacf) such a fajlur_e or
violation, be subject to a fine in an amount not exceedin g two thousand dollars for each
separate failure or violation under this section.

b. The direcfor may order the owner of any property from which prohibited
discharges are entering any sewer to correct the condition, provided that if the property of
the owner lies within a local public agency, the director shall first give written notice of
the prohibitéd discharge to the local public agency, and only if the local public agency
fails to correct the condition within ninety days after receipt of the notice, may the
director directly order the owner to correct the condition.

If any owner shall not cause the condition to be corrected within thirty days
following receipt of the department order, the department may proceed to enter upon the
property and correct the condition, and the cost thereof together with a penalty of fifty
dollars shall be a lien upon the property to be enforced in the manner provided by law for
liens for Jocal sewage charges. |

¢. Any person who shall damage, destroy or deface any structure,

appurtenance, equipment or pfoperty of the metropolitan sewerage system shall be fined

35



Ordinance 14942

782 In an amount not exceédjng three hundred dollars, and shall be liable for double the

783 actual cost of restoration or repair or double the actual amount of any ii‘reparable damage.

784

Ordinance 14942 was introduced on 4/12/2004 and passed as amended by the
Metropolitan King County Council on 6/14/2004, by the following vote:

Yes: 12 - Mr. Phillips, Mr. von Reichbauer, Ms. Lambert, Mr. Pelz, Mr.
McKenna, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Hammond, Mr. Gossett, Ms. Hague, Mr. Irons,
Ms. Patterson and Mr. Constantine

No: 1 - Ms. Edmonds

Excused: 0

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
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APPROVED this / z day of , 2004.

SEINERED

Ron Sims;

. Attachments A. Wastewater Treatment Enterprise 2005 Rate Financial Plan June 14, 2004
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